FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
the insurrection without giving the enemy any legal hold
upon him. This time, however, the execution proved
faulty. None of the recommendations—except that
concerning the barriers (a measure already taken)—
was carried out.
Augustin, less prudent by nature, raised no objec-
tions when two municipal officers and a force of armed
men came to deliver him. A little while later we find
him addressing the General Council of the Commune,
whom he told that not the Convention, but a handful
of conspirators, was responsible for the arrests. Fleuriot-
Lescot proposed that a delegation be sent to Robespierre
to remind him that he belonged to the country and the
people, not to himself, and invite him again to come to
the City Hall. A delegation of six was appointed and
departed forthwith. Some time later it returned with
the disappointing news that Robespierre considered it
best to remain where he was. The General Council
consoled itself with the sight of its two military heroes
—Hanriot and Coffinhal—who came to reap plaudits
they had not earned.
It was by now ten o'clock and darkness had fallen.
The square in front of the City Hall was packed with
armed men, horses and cannon, but nobody—least of
all Hanriot—knew what to do with them. The policy
of the Executive Committee appears to have been to
remain on the defensive; but defence did not seem to
be badly needed.
The Committee of Public Safety had addressed itself
to the sections, whom it forbade to close the barriers,
"sound the tocsin, send their battalions to the Com-
mune, etc. These measures, nearly all of them negative,
had not proved very effective. They served as an excuse
for some of the bourgeois sections to withhold their
aid, but it is doubtful whether their help would have
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